JOSIAH HENSON
By Grace
	Do you know who Josiah Henson is? Josiah Henson was born a slave, then ran away and became an author, and an abolitionist. This is the story of Josiah Henson. I choose this topic because it is amazing that he, his twelve kids and his wife escaped from Maryland to Canada walking all the way there. 
 Josiah was born in 1789: he was born into slavery. When he was 3 or 4 his dad broke a law in Maryland and got his right ear cut off and got 100 lashes. When Josiah was young his owner started to make him work in the fields farming. He was young but he had strength and intelligence. Josiah was sold to a Mr. Riley after his old owner’s death. He was about 6 or 7 at the time. He was very loyal to Mr. Riley.
		
 	 When Josiah was twenty-two he and got married, and eventually had twelve children. Josiah tried to buy his freedom for $450. His owner took the money, then raised the price to $1,000. Mr. Riley broke all the loyalty between them. He actually planned to sell Josiah to someone in New Orleans. 
 
Josiah ran away with his wife and twelve children. They walked from Kentucky to Ohio.  On the way, Josiah started to preach. They were aided by Native Americans, one helped them cross Lake Erie to Buffalo, New York. When they got to New York they left and went to Canada. His oldest son. started school there and Josiah kept preaching. Josiah was proud of his son. Josiah finally admitted that he couldn’t read. His son kindly offered to teach him how to read. After Josiah learned to read he started to write biographies, and that inspired Harriet Beecher Stowe to write Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
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When Josiah was older he made lots of trips to New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maine. On most trips he made friends. Josiah wrote many biographies in Canada. He also died in Canada when he was 94 in 1883. He lived from 1789 to 1883. He was a brave man and a good author. He wrote some biographies that are really cool. Now do you know who Josiah Henson is? Would you choose him as a topic?
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