The Hare with the Large Feet
By Grace
	Think of an animal with long legs, long ears, and a coat that can change. You got it, a snowshoe hare. Before I start telling you about snowshoe hares I want to tell you that hares are not rabbits! (But in the same way hares are adorable.)  There is a big difference. The scientific name for the snowshoe hare is Lepus americanus. One of the reasons I chose this animal because of their amazing fur. 
 
To begin with, it is fantastic that an animal can change its coat from white in winter to grayish brown in summer. The only down side is that it takes ten weeks for the coat to change all the way. When we examine the snowshoe hares legs, they are so large. That is how snowshoe hares get their name; huge back legs to help them stay above snow in the winter like snowshoes. It helps them stay above the snow in order to avoid predators. The shape and size of the snowshoe hare is what you have to look for in order to tell if it is a rabbit or a hare. For example, the hares pelt changes but the rabbits does not. Here are some more examples to tell the difference: hares are bigger and have longer ears, hares are less social and are born with their eyes open and fully furred. Hares like to eat different foods and hares make their nests above ground unlike rabbits that burrow. Their weight is 1.43kg to 1.55kg.            
 
Surely you know lots of predators eat snowshoe hares. You are certainly wondering how they escape? Well it is all in the legs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] In summary, the coat helps them stay hidden in the first place. The snowshoe hare is the only animal that can change its own coat from grayish brown in the summer to white in winter. The big ears of the snowshoe hare are big, but sometimes that gives them away. The snowshoe hare is one of my favorite animals. Snowshoe hares are amazing. Know do you know why I chose a snowshoe hare for my animal?
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