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Pax- Pax has changed because he has learned to hunt and fight. “Pax wasn’t as quick as Bristle. But he managed to knock the mouse over, and as it scrambled to its feet, he swiped again. And caught his first prey.” Pg.233. He has also learned to live on his own. He cares about the other foxes more than he cares for Peter. “Pax saw that Bristle was as far out on the limb as she could go. The coyote would tear her from the tree soon, or grow impatient with her distractions and return to the trail she’d diverted him from. She would follow and fight until he ripped her apart. Stay! Pax ordered Runt. And he tore across the clearing.” Pg. 257. He has changed his feeling for humans, too. “My boy is not war-sick. But he has changed. He is now false-acting.” pg. 196. 
Peter- Peter has changed because he has learned that anger was not the solution to ever thing. ““I’m not angry” but he forced his fists open and counted ten slow breaths, fighting it the way he always did.” Pg.120. Peter has also learned to care for someone else, too. And he is going to miss her when he leaves to find Pax. “Vola motioned for him to slide the window open when the bus growled into gear. “boy,” she called up as it lurched away from the curb, “I’m going to leave the porch door open!” pg. 227. Peter has also learned to put Pax’s feelings before his on. “And Peter understood. His fox belonged to them. And they belonged to Pax. Inseparable. All this way he’d come. All this way. Peter got to his knees. He placed his hand on Pax’s back and felt the muscles jump. Peter looked around. The woods looked dangerous now, full of coyote and bears and, soon, humans at war. He looked down at his fox, still straining to follow his new family. “Go. It’s okay.” It wasn’t, though. The pain scoured him hollow, left him without breath, like a kick to the heart.” Pg. 275-276. 
Authors Message- I think that the authors message is that even if it is hard to leave, you are going to have to leave something you love eventually. But that one special thing, you will never forget. For example: in Pax, Peter is willing to go and find Pax even when the odds are not in his favor. But after a long hard struggle he lets Pax go with the other fox’s. Also for Pax when he stays and fights the coyotes with Bristle to try to protect Runt. If Pax didn’t stay and fight Bristle and Runt would be dead. But he stayed and fought even if the cost could be death.
